
………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Partners For 
Kids Overview

Sean Gleeson, MD
Joint Medicaid Oversight Committee



………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

 Help healthy children stay healthy
 Help children with chronic 

diseases like asthma & diabetes 
stay out of the ER

 Help children with complex 
conditions navigate the 
healthcare system

What Partners For Kids Does
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• Largest Pediatric ACO
o Group of providers takes 

responsibility for improving 
outcomes of a population

• 25 years of commitment
• 470,000 Medicaid 

children
• Helping the healthcare 

system work better for 
children

Partners For Kids at a Glance

3



………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Value-Based Contracts
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• CMS Rating Scale
• Taking full 

responsibility for the 
care of a population

• Both cost and quality
• Ohio has many 

excellent examples in 
pediatrics
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How We Partner to Keep Kids Healthy 

MCO

Child

Doctor
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The Children of Partners For Kids

Healthy Majority

Complex 
Few
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Our Partners
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Provider Network
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Adding Value for Hospitals

• Reduces paperwork burden
• Creates new tools
• Supports virtuous cycle
• Outcomes measurement

Population Health Benefits
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Helping healthy children 
stay healthy
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Supporting Providers 
Administrative
• Contracting
• Credentialing
• Policy advocacy

Financial
• Better reimbursement
• Incentives for patient 

outcomes

Reduce Burdens
Innovative Tools
• Data portal
• Prescribing guidelines
• Risk scoring

Services
• Quality Improvement
• Outreach, education
• Behavioral Health 

Integration

Provide Solutions
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Useful Data in Doctor Office
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Quality Summary Statistics

Member Information

Patients Needing Care

Risk Status
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Quality Improvement Coaches
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Asthma Care

Depression ScreeningWell Child Care Fluoride Varnish

ER AvoidanceMed Management
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More Preventive Care

Significant Increase in Rate
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School Health Consultation 
Goal: Build local capacity to address health inequities by improving access to 

care the burden on parents and caregivers

Reach to Date

32 districts included in ACGP 
(OhioBUILDS) application

62 School Districts 

~270,000 students

Across 38 Ohio Counties
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School-Based Health Care = 
More Well Care

Medicaid patients seen in
school-based health

had not had a checkup
in at least 18 months.
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67% 
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Helping children with chronic 
diseases like asthma and 

diabetes stay out of the ER
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PartnersForKids.org
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Prescribing Guidelines
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Lower Asthma ER Rates

Working with PFK

NOT working with PFK
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Start Screening for Depression

BEFORE working with PFK
AFTER
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Supporting Local
Behavioral Health

Remote
case-based 
education for 
primary care

Integration 
of BH 
clinician 
in primary 
care offices

Next day 
virtual 
consultations
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Quality 
Improvement 
support 
for provider
offices

Ongoing 
education
curriculum 
for BH 
teams
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Supporting Local Providers
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Education

Consultation
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Assisting PCPs to provide 
dental care results in:
• More prevention
• Less decay
• Fewer surgeries

Improving Oral Health

Danesh, David O.; Peng, Jin; Hammersmith, Kimberly J.; Gowda, Charitha; Maciejewski, Heather; Amini, 
Homa; Wapner, Andrew W.; Meyer, Beau D. Impact on Dental Utilization of the Integration of Oral 
Health in Pediatric Primary Care Through Quality Improvement. Journal of Public Health Management 
and Practice: December 02, 2022 ‐ Volume ‐ Issue ‐ 10.1097
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Partners For Kids Help = 
Healthier Teeth
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WCC, Vaccines, Dental

High risk pregnancy, screening

Asthma, Constipation

Sickle Cell, Diabetes, Seizures

Suicide prevention, ADHD

SSI, Medicaid Coverage
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Helping children with complex 
conditions navigate 

the healthcare system
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Care Coordination
Partners For Kids simplifies the healthcare system for families with children in need.
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Reduces Time at Hospital
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56
Fewer

ED visits

26
Fewer 

Admissions

624
Fewer 

Hospital Days

Each year for every 1000 children in Care Coordination
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Understanding Family Needs
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SDOH Category Screening Positive

56% with at least
one positive screen
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Leading Collaboration
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Children's 
Hospitals 
Regions

Measures of 
Child Health 
in a 
Population
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Best Outcomes for Children in Need
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"Hearing Their Stories"
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What Partners For Kids Does
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 Help healthy children stay healthy
 Help children with chronic 

diseases like asthma & diabetes 
stay out of the ER

 Help children with complex 
conditions navigate 
the healthcare system
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Questions?

32


