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Modifiable factors that impact health
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Source: University of Wisconsin Public Health Institute



2014 2023

Copyright © 2023 Health Policy Institute of Ohio. All rights reserved.



Copyright © 2023 Health Policy Institute of Ohio. All rights reserved.



Ohio’s greatest challenges 

infant mortality

Ohio rank

41
Based on 2020 data
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Infant mortality in Ohio
2011-2021*

Number of infant deaths per 1,000 births, by race and ethnicity
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*At the time this data was pulled 

(2.6.2023), the 2021 data year was marked 

as partial and may be incomplete. 

Source: Health Policy Institute of Ohio, 

“Social Drivers of Infant Mortality: 

Recommendations for Action and 

Accountability in Ohio.” Data from Ohio 

Department of Health, Public Health 

Information Warehouse, Birth Resident and 
Mortality datasets



Infant mortality
Pre-term birth

Birth defects Child accidents and injuries

Low birth weight
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Pre-term birth

Birth defects Child accidents and injuries

Low birth weight

Poverty

Intimate partner violence
Lack of access to healthy food

Lack of physical activity

Harmful working conditions

Mass incarceration

Lack of 
transportation

Short birth 

spacing

Tobacco use 

and exposure

Income inequality

Racism

Substance use disorder

Unemployment/low wages
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Toxic stress Violence

Air and water pollution

Chronic health conditions

Homelessness and housing insecurity

Residential segregation
Lack of access to care

Infant mortality



The social drivers of infant mortality 

5 years later
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Senate 

Bill 332
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• Improvement is possible

• Pregnancy is not the only period of time that 

matters for infant health 

• Access to high quality health care is 

necessary, but not sufficient

• Racism, discrimination, violence & toxic stress 

are barriers to improvement 

Key findings
From the report
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$

transportation

housing

education

employment

racism



Policy goals and recommendations
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What is the relationship between housing and 

maternal and child health?
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Goal 1: Increase availability of rental 

assistance 

Goal 2: Reduce structural barriers to 

affordable housing

Goal 3: Increase affordable housing supply

Prioritized policy goals: Housing
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Goal 1: Increase availability of rental assistance

Increase funding for programs that assist pregnant women and 

families, including those with extremely low incomes, with 

maintaining their current housing or affording new housing 

State recommendations
• 1.1. Rapid re-housing and rental assistance

• 1.2. Financial incentives for prioritizing pregnant women

• 1.3. Medicaid waiver for tenancy support

Example: Role of Medicaid



What is the relationship between transportation

and maternal and child health?
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Goal 4: Improve Medicaid Non-Emergency 

Medical Transportation

Goal 5: Improve and expand local public 

transportation

Prioritized policy goals: Transportation
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Goal 4: Improve Medicaid Non-Emergency 

Medical Transportation

Monitor and continuously improve the performance of Non-

Emergency Medical Transportation (NEMT) provided through 

Medicaid managed care plans, prioritizing timely services for 

pregnant women and parents of young children.

State recommendations
• 4.1. Medicaid oversight

• 4.2. Medicaid transparency

• 4.3. Managed care plan quality improvement

Example: Role of Medicaid



What is the relationship between education

and maternal and child health?
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Prioritized policy goals: Education

Goal 6: Strengthen early childhood 

education and family support programs

Goal 7: Reduce barriers to career-technical 

education and other postsecondary 

education programs



What is the relationship between employment

and maternal and child health?
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Prioritized policy goals: Employment

Goal 8: Increase access to work supports

Goal 9: Adopt more robust leave policies 

and employment benefits



What is the relationship between racism and 

maternal and child health?
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Prioritized policy goals: Racism

Goal 10: Authentically partner with Black 

Ohioans and tailor policies and programs to 

meet their needs

Goal 11: Implement and fund policies and 

programs that promote justice and fairness

Goal 12: Increase accountability for 

eliminating disparities in birth outcomes
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Action Guides
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Modifiable factors that influence health

Source: University of Wisconsin Population Health Institute
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* Structural, institutional, interpersonal and internalized racism
Source: HPIO “A New Approach to Reduce Infant Mortality and Achieve Equity,” (2017)

Relationships between social drivers of 
health and infant mortality



Insert photo of Glass of 
water (half full)
We have this somewhere but I can’t 
remember which deck.



Overall implementation status 
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Percent of all 2017 

recommendations 

implemented



Policy goals and recommendations
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DiscussionQUESTIONS?
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Vision
Ohio is a model of health, well-being and economic vitality

Mission
HPIO is an independent and nonpartisan organization. 

Our mission is to advance evidence-informed policies 

that improve health, achieve equity, and lead to 

sustainable healthcare spending in Ohio.
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Discussion

Contacts
• Amy Rohling McGee, President

arohlingmcgee@hpio.net

• Amy Bush Stevens, Vice President
astevens@hpio.net

Copyright © 2022 Health Policy Institute of Ohio. All rights reserved.



Copyright © 2023 Health Policy Institute of Ohio. All rights reserved.



Discussion

Prioritization criteria 
• Evidence of effectiveness

• Relevance to infant mortality priority 

populations

• Potential size of impact on infant mortality 

rate and disparities

• Opportunities given the current policy 

landscape

• Political feasibility
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